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Hello Radioactive Sailor! 



LORETTA O’BRIEN 

In recent weeks, both State and 
Federal governments have 
announced plans to welcome 
nuclear ships and submarines 
into Australian ports. 

Steve Bracks was the first to 
climb aboard the nuclear band¬ 
wagon, declaring in Victorian 
Parliament that he had no prob¬ 
lem with US nuclear vessels 
docking in the Port of 
Melbourne. When questioned as 
to his intent, Premier Bracks fur¬ 
ther surprised listeners by saying 
“the next nuclear warship to 
Victoria I will in fact personally 
visit.” 

What surprised Victorians the 
most is that an ALP leader would 
make comments so clearly out- 
of-step with ALP Party Policy, 
which has traditionally been 
committed to keeping Victoria 
nuclear free. 

Interestingly, Mr. Bracks com¬ 
ments came shortly after a visit 
from Admiral Blair, a senior US 
military officer responsible for 
key naval defense links. 
According to Greenpeace’s 
Nuclear Ship Watch in 
Amsterdam, a US naval vessel 
returning from duty in the Gulf 
is expected to be passing by 
Australia during the Christmas 
period 2000/2001. If this is cor¬ 
rect, it is likely that Mr. Bracks 
has made plans with Admiral 
Blair to allow this US nuclear ves¬ 
sel to dock in Melbourne ports 
over Christmas, for rest and 
recreation. It is impossible to 
know whether this ship will be 
nuclear armed. It is standing pol¬ 
icy of the United States to refuse 


to confirm or deny if their ships 
are nuclear armed. 


Bracks’ comments were followed 
shortly after by a similar 
announcement from Prime 
Minister Howard. The Federal 
Government intends to allow a 
French nuclear-powered subma¬ 
rine to visit Australia next year, as 
part of French naval operations in 
the Pacific. 

The current pro-nuclear Federal 
coalition government seems to 
have undergone a change-of- 
heart with regard to France’s 
nuclear activities, a move which 
flies in the face of Australian 
community opposition to French 
nuclear testing in the Pacific. 

Australia has recently made a 
contract with French government 
controlled company Cogema, to 
reprocess radioactive fuel rods 
from ANSTO’s Reactor in 
Sydney. Cogema and ANSTO 
have won a contract to imobilise 
radioactive waste created by US 
Defence, using the latest technol¬ 
ogy. Cogema also owns the 
Koongarra uranium deposit in 
Kakadu and has made an offer to 
buy the Jabiluka project. 

The nuclear industry in Australia 
is expanding at the fastest rate 
since British nuclear testing at 
Maralinga in the 1950s. The 
Australian Government is push¬ 
ing new uranium mines, radioac¬ 
tive waste dumps, nuclear reac¬ 
tors and increased military 
reliance on the US’ nuclear arse¬ 
nal. 

Providing docking for nuclear 
powered warships is just another 


way in which Government con¬ 
tinues to undermine community 
opposition to nuclear weapons, 
and Australia’s stated commit¬ 
ment to nuclear disarmament. 


It has been some time since 
Victorians have had to deal with 
the nuclear issue. In the 1980s, 
unions, churches and peace 
groups united to prevent the 
docking of nuclear ships in 
Victoria, and for good reason. 
Nuclear-powered ships pose a sig¬ 
nificant risk to health and safety. 
A nuclear meltdown could have 


catastrophic effects on the 
Victorian population. 

Communities in the US have 
refused to let their own warships 
dock in local ports for exactly this 
reason. 

While other states have been 
fighting to prevent nuclear waste 
dumps, nuclear reactors, and ura¬ 
nium mines in their backyards, 
Victorian’s have not had immedi¬ 
ate contact with the industry for 
some years. But this is set to 
change. 

Maintaining Victoria’s nuclear 


free status has never been more 
important, and would act as a 
direct statement against govern¬ 
ments’ current push to expand 
this dirty industry. Nuclear free 
means an absence of trade in all 
nuclear materials. 

Mr. Bracks is wrong if he thinks 
Victorian’s are no longer con¬ 
cerned about the nuclear threat. 

To help ensure nuclear ships are not 
welcome in Victoria, phone Friends 
of the Earth on (03) 9419 8700 or 
emailfoe@foe.org.au. 


News from around the World 


Dec 7, African leaders have com¬ 
mitted to intensifying the battle 
against AIDS. At the conclusion 
of the Africa Development 
Forum (ADF) they called for a 
substantial reduction in the price 
of anti- retroviral drugs and for 
the acceleration initiatives to 
assist in financing HIV/AIDS 
programs. Over 25 million peo¬ 
ple in Africa are already infected 
with HIV/AIDS and are current¬ 
ly unable to access drugs. An 
NGO declaration denounced the 
excessive profits maintained by 
pharmaceutical companie at the 
expense of human lives. There 
was also a call on African govern¬ 
ments to switch off their war 


machines, noting that peace is an 
essential pre-requisite for effec¬ 
tive programs against 
HIV/AIDS. 

Dec 8, Human Rights Watch 
and Amnesty International con¬ 
demned Wednesday's execution- 
style killings by Indonesian 
police of three humanitarian aid 
volunteers and a torture victim 
in Aceh. Four humanitarian 
workers, local volunteer staff 
working for a group sponsored by 
the Danish government, travel¬ 
ling to pick up torture victims for 
rehabilitation treatment were 
stopped by plain-clothed 
Indonesian security forces. They 


were transferred to other vehicles 
and tortured. One volunteer 
escaped but the other three wer e 
lined up on the road and shot in 
the head, execution-style. "The 
Indonesian government is allow¬ 
ing its security forces to target 
humanitarian workers in Aceh, 
just as it allowed militias to target 
such workers in West Timor," the 
two human rights organizations 
said. "The international commu¬ 
nity should be every bit as out¬ 
raged over these executions as 
they were over the brutal killing 
of three United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) workers in 
September, and take equally firm 


action." But whether the interna¬ 
tional community will condemn 
the Indonesian government o ver 
the murders of the Acehnese is 
yet to be seen. 

The United States Army School 
of Americas trains Latin 
American soldiers in combat, 
counter-insurgency, and count¬ 
er-narcotics. 

In November, huge protests took 
place outside the School of the 
Americas(SOA) in Fort Benning, 
Georgia. Over 10,000 people 
continued an 11 year tradition of 
protest against the terrorist train - 
ing school by staging die-ins and 


a silent vigil. November marks 
the anniversary of the assassina¬ 
tion of six Jesuit priests, their 
housekeeper and her teenage 
daughter in El Salvador in 1989. 
Nineteen of the 26 Salvadoran 
army officers cited by a UN 
Truth Commission for this atroc¬ 
ity were trained at the School of 
the Americas. A silent procession 
of 3,500 people bearing crosses 
marched into the compound area 
and were arrested. SOA (also 
known as the School of Assasins) 
graduates have been responsible 
for some of the worst human 
rights abuses in Latin America. 

continued on page 3... 
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Toxic-Waste: 
Where to next 


Heritage Says 
Listing 


World 
No To 

SAROJINIKRISHNAPILLAI 

Over 2000 people joined a rally 
in Melbourne on 26/11/00 to 
voice their continuing opposition 
to the Jabiluka uranium develop¬ 
ment. Senator Bob Brown and 
Friends of the Earth Melbourne 
campaigner Loretta O’ Brien 
addressed the colourful, festive 
rally. The Melbourne action took 
place on the eve of UNESCO’s 
World Heritage Committee 
meeting in Cairns, where 
Jabiluka was on the Committee’s 
agenda for the third consecutive 
year. Actions also took place in 
Perth, Sydney and Cairns. 

The Australian Government has 
opposed international interven¬ 
tion on Kakadu claiming Jabiluka 
is “an Australian” issue. This is 
clearly contradicted by the many 
thousands of international 
tourists who come to Kakadu 
every year - or the 1998 
European Parliament resolution 
opposing Jabiluka. 

At the Cairns 2000 meeting the 
World Heritage Committee 
(WHC) recommended increased 
transparency, monitoring and 
project detail for Jabiluka. The 
Australian Government has suc¬ 


cessfully boxed World Heritage 
bodies into scrutiny of very spe¬ 
cific scientific issues - without 
overall regard for the impacts on 
Kakadu’s natural values of anoth - 
er uranium mine. The WHC re¬ 
iterated its concern for the Mirrar 
traditional owners, and if no 
mediated outcome is possible 
with the Australian G overnment, 
cultural management will be on 
the WHC agenda again in 2001. 
This is not the end of the road for 
international involvement in 
Kakadu. 

The Australian Government’s 
attitude to UNESCO involve¬ 
ment in Jabiluka is consistent 
with its increasingly rogue behav¬ 
iour in international forums - as 
seen at recent climate change 
negotiations in the Hague. In 
2000 alone, four separate UN 
committees have raised concerns 
about the socio-economic cir¬ 
cumstances faced by Australia’s 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people. The Australian 
Government’s lack of commit¬ 
ment to justice and equity for 
Indigenous people continues to 
grow in the eyes of the world. 
John Howard and other govern¬ 
ment leaders are telling us to 
accept increasing economic glob - 


alisation. What we are asking for 
is for the Australian Government 
to accept the flip side of the coin: 
international scrutiny of environ¬ 
mental and social justice in our 
country. 

The World Heritage Committee’s 
November 2000 decision reflects 
the Australian Government’s pre¬ 
paredness to sacrifice internation¬ 
al commitments for a politically 
driven agenda. 

Luckily the WHC decision is by 
no means the end of the story. 

Environment groups and the 
broader Australian community 
will continue to focus on the new 
majority owner of Jabiluka, Rio 
Tinto and to highlight the range 
of procedural, political and legal 
obstacles which dog Jabiluka’s 
development. The biggest of 
these obstacles is the continuing 
opposition of the majority of the 
Australian community and the 
Mirrar traditional owners. 

References: 
www. mirrar. net 
www.foe.org.au 
www. energy res. com.au 


RATWISE, the ‘Residents 
Against a Toxic Waste-dump In 
the South East’ are increasing 
their campaigning to stop the 
expansion of Lyndhurst Landfill 
into ‘the toxic-waste capital of 
Victoria’. 

Pacific Waste Management 
Australia Pty Ltd, the operator of 
Lyndhurst Landfill, has recently 
applied to the Environment 
Protection Authority for a permit 
to raise the landfill heights an 
extra thirty-five feet. ‘There is 
apparently a big profit to be made 
in the taking of toxic waste’, says 
RATWISE. 

Last August, the local newspaper, 
the Cranbourne, reported work¬ 
ers at the Lyndhust Landfill com¬ 
plained of headaches, nausea and 
sore throats. One of the men suf¬ 
fered breathing difficulties and 
was placed under observation at 
the Dandenong Hospital for sev¬ 
eral hours. The management of 
the Landfill were baffled ever why 
the workers became sick and have 
taken precautions ‘to minimise 
the risk if there was any’. It was 
reported that Workcover 
Authority ‘was happy with the 
safety measures the company had 
in place before the workers 
became sick and their efforts to 
improve it since’. 

But to many of the concerned res¬ 
idents, the incident in August is 


just another reason why the 
Landfill should not be expanded. 

Lyndhurst, originally a small 
farming community, is being 
turned into housing estates, 
spearheaded by the Lynbrook 
Housing Estate. The people have 
been dazzled with this hype about 
living amongst nature. The prop - 
erty developers want to change 
the town’s name to ‘Lynbrook’, 
but this won’t change the fact that 
the toxic landfill is only one kilo¬ 
metre away. Apparently, this 
important bit of information is 
being kept secret from the poten¬ 
tial new residents of Lynbrook 
Estate. 

The new RATWISE website 
expresses its concern: Toxic land¬ 
fills must be located at least, 
twenty kilometres from any resi¬ 
dential area, market garden or 
farm, and the toxic waste must be 
put in above-ground concrete 
repositories, NOT IN HOLES 
IN THE GROUND! 

The campaign is beginning to draw 
significant publicity and a new 
public meeting has been organised 
to strengthen the opposition to the 
waste-dump. This meeting will be 
held at the Hampton Park 
Community Hall, Stuart Avenue, 
Hampton Park on Wednesday; 20th 
December at 8pm. 

au.geocities. com/johnzk_y 



Jabiluka uranium mine under construction in Kakadu (Sep, 1999) 


Sustainable Mining? 


"How best can the mining and 
minerals industry contribute to 
the transition toward sustainable 
development?" asks the Global 
Mining Initiative’s (GMI) web¬ 
site. There’s no precise answer but 
to help develop one, GMI is 
undertaking the Mining, 
Minerals and Sustainable 
Development project (MMSD), 
a two year study that will directly 
focus on issues facing the mining 
industry today. 

The project has been designed by 
the London-based International 
Institute for Environment and 
Development (IIED) and will be 
commissioned through the 
World Business Council on 
Sustainable Development 

(WBCSD). The project report 
will be completed in time for 
presentation at the 10th anniver¬ 
sary of the Rio Earth Summit in 
2002. 

The GMI brings together some 
of the world's largest mining and 
minerals companies and claims to 


ensure that an industry which is 
essential to the well-being of a 
changing world is responsive to 
global needs and challenges. The 
WBCSD boasts "a coalition of 
some 150 international compa¬ 
nies united by a shared commit¬ 
ment to sustainable develop¬ 
ment" including Mitsubishi, 
Western Mining Corporation, 
Dupont, China Petro-Chemical 
Corporation (SINOPEC), BHP, 
Rio Tinto and Nestle, amongst 
others. 

The Australian Minerals & 
Energy Environment Foundation 
(AMEEF) is assisting with the 
establishment of the project's 
presence in the region and last 
Monday (Dec 11) it held a meet¬ 
ing in Melbourne to provide and 
seek feedback on the MMSD 
project, including AMEEF's 
potential role as regional partner. 
It sought stakeholders from com¬ 
munity, indigenous groups, 
NGOs, labour, industry and 
research to form a Regional 
Reference Group to input in to 


the MMSD project. 

The issue for many of the 
prospective stakeholders is to 
determine whether the Global 
Mining Initiative’s analysis on 
sustainable mining is genuine and 
worth engaging in, or whether it 
is merely a strategy to encourage 
environmental groups on side. 
The project is being funded by a 
coalition of companies, many of 
which don’t have a positive track 
record in sustainability or envi¬ 
ronmental issues. 

In the next issue of The Paper, we 
will provide a more detailed 
report, simplifying the activities 
of the AMEEF, MMSD, 
WBCSD, IIED, GMI and their 
relationship with environmental 
groups. 

References: 

www.globalmining. com 
www. wbesd. org 
www.ameef.com.au 
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Reflections on Reconciliation 



Welcome to 
Edition Two 

of The Paper, a new independent 
fortnightly newspaper dedicated 
to topical issues and current hap - 
penings. 

We received an amazing amount 
of support and positive feedback 
on Edition One. 

Thank you to everyone who has 
offered their time and services, 
and we encourage others who 
would like to contribute to con - 
tact us with story ideas. 
Hopefully, our network will con¬ 
tinue to grow, and The Paper 
will succed in its aim of becom¬ 
ing a reliable independent news 
source. 

Our distributiuon network is 
very much in need of help. If 
you would like to be on a mail¬ 
ing list to receive and distribute 
future editions of The Paper, 
please forward us your details. 

We have a temporary website 
and will be moving towards a 
more permanent site - but our 
aim is to concentrate on the 
physical product - and getting 
this product to people who don’t 
have ready access to the net, or 
prefer to receive information in a 
more tangible format. 

We aim to keep The Paper free, 
but obviously there are costs 
involved with its production. 

Any financial assistance would 
be much appreciated. 

The Paper is going on holiday 
over New Year’s, but will resume 
with Edition three on January 
12th, 2001. 

Once Again, Thank you for your 
support and we hope you enjoy 
Edition Two. 

(contact details are on page 2) 
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SOURCEDFROM 
MELBOURNE INDYMEDIA 

by TC 11:22pm Sun Dec 3 2000 

Between 200,000 and 300,000 
people turned out to walk for rec¬ 
onciliation today despite 
extremely lack-lustre publicity for 
the event. That’s 10-15 times the 
amount of people who protested 
down at the casino two months 
ago. Yet I get the feeling sll will 
be the demonstration that people 
will remember about 2000. 

I found the mood at the walk a 
little sombre and disconcerting. 
I’ve had this nagging feeling 
about the whole thing since I 
came home, and I’ve been trying 
to analyse why. 

* Maybe it’s my own cynicism 
toward both Liberal and Labor 
politicians that are attempting to 
cash in on the current ‘public 
mood’. 

* Maybe it’s because I saw only a 
handful of aboriginal people. 

* Maybe it was the Rio Tinto 
banner 

I get the feeling that what I was 
witnessing was an exercise in 


SAMDE SILVA 

In October this year, the US- 
based Direct Marketing 
Association announced it would 
spearhead a three year, US$100 
million campaign to “deal with 
the misinformation and the pub¬ 
lic’s anxiety” about privacy. 

The campaign will be led by 
Privacy Leadership Initiative, an 
organization made up of corpora¬ 
tions and trade associations. 
Young & Rubicam, a large inter¬ 
national advertising agency, has 
been hired to implement the 
campaign which will consist of 
advertisements, opinion pieces, 
Web ads and articles in newspa¬ 
pers and magazines. 

Advertising and direct marketing 
has long occupied our public 
space, but more recendy corpora¬ 
tions have been attempting to 
employ more targeted advertis¬ 
ing. 

However, there is growing evi¬ 
dence that their strategies aren’t 
working. It seems that people 
aren’t actually behaving like the 


middle class guilt - not a real 
attempt at reconciliation. 

When a protest is community 
driven - it’s called a rally or a 
march, When a protest is official¬ 
ly organised it’s called a ‘walk’ 

The organisers of today’s ‘walk’ 
attempted to create a non-politi¬ 
cal event. The rhetoric from 
politicians was of a non-partisan 
approach - a community driven 
event - people power. 

But nothing in our current socie¬ 
ty could be more political than 
the wrongs that have been perpe¬ 
trated against the indigenous peo¬ 
ple of this country - wrongs that 
still continue. If people are seri¬ 
ous about reconciliation, where’s 
the anger? 

You can’t have reconciliation 
without facing the issues, admit¬ 
ting the wrongs and attempting 
to rectify them. You cant have 
reconciliation without justice. 

Equality needs to be written into 
the statute books - but more 
importantly, it must be written 
into our hearts. Indigenous peo- 


surveys and market research sug- 
ests that they should. And so 
usiness must find other, more 
sophisticated ways to pin-point 
common traits amongst ‘the pub¬ 
lic’. 

In late 1999, Kerry Packer’s 
Publishing and Broadcasting Ltd 
formed a joint venture with US- 
based data-warehouse group 
Acxiom to collect data on 
Australian citizens. 

According to Acxiom’s website, 
their citizen database “enables 
businesses to develop and deepen 
customer relationships by creat¬ 
ing a single, accurate view of their 
customers”. 

Data-warehousing and consumer 
profiling is big business. Many of 
the large websites on the Internet 
make their money by selling the 
data collected about people who 
browse their sites on to other 
businesses. The data collected 
and processed about our private 
habits are then fed in to sophisti¬ 
cated advertising and public rela¬ 
tions campaigns. 


pie don’t need to be treated with 
sympathy - charity is just a subtle 
form of racism. In order to begin 
changing things, non-indige- 
neous Australians must first 
examine the latent superior atti¬ 
tudes that still drive our main¬ 
stream culture. 


Business will tell us they want to 
cater to our individual tastes. But 
common sense should tell us that 
they would much prefer us to 
behave like a ‘consumer mass’, 
who don’t discriminate and aren’t 
fussy about diversity. After all, 
catering for diversity is expensive 
and may eat in to the profits of 
the corporate monopolies. If our 
privacy can be broken in to, inse¬ 
curities can be capitalised on, 
thereby forcing people to adopt a 
more common denominator or 
fashion. 

At the beginning of the 21st 
Century we are being sold a 
mobile future, where wireless 
devices will set us free. However, 
our mobile phones and palm 
pilots of the near future will not 
only be transmitting our transac¬ 
tion details, but will also enable 
the tracking of our physical loca¬ 
tion. 

Business not only wants to know 
what we like and how much 
money we earn, but also where 
we are. They want to tell us where 
to eat and shop. Picture this: mes¬ 
sages appear on the displays of the 


get the feeling that a lot of people 
have gone home tonight, think¬ 
ing “Ah well, nobody can accuse 
me of not doing my bit for the 
abos”. 

References: 

www. melbourne. indymedia. org 
www. reconciliation, org.au 


gadgets we carry, tempting us 
with locality-based offers. And 
the secret killer application - 
mobile gambling - will soon be 
widely accepted. 

Australia does have a Privacy 
Commissioner who can investi¬ 
gate where there has been an 
interference with the privacy of 
the individual. However, like 
many government units, the 
Privacy Commissioner’s powers 
are limited and often the effort it 
takes to ‘make a complaint’ is too 
great for the busy person. 

As one commentator put it, “pri¬ 
vacy is your right to be left 
alone”. Let’s hope we will survive 
the US$100 million campaign 
that is being aimed at our privacy 
by the Direct Marketing 
Association and their profit-driv¬ 
en partners. 

References: 
www.privacy, org 
www.junkbusters. com 
www. acxion. com 


Maybe I’m a bit too cynical, but I 

Marketing Your Privacy 


News from the World 
continued from, page 1... 

They have participated in human 
rights abuses that include the 
assassination of Archbishop 
Oscar Romero and the El Mozote 
massacre of 900 civilians. On 
January 17, 2001, a call is being 
made by SOA-Watch to shut 
down the school for good. Check 
out the SOA-watch site at: 
http://www.soaw.org 

France was the latest site for 
anti-corporate globalisation 


protests during the European 
Summit in Nice in early 
December. IndyMedia reports 
around 70,000 people gathered 
for a demonstration on the 6th, 
the day before the opening of the 
Summit. Like in Seattle and 
Melbourne, protestors included a 
large cross-section of groups and 
associations. At dawn on the 7th 
Dec, thousands of demonstrators 
converged towards the Acropolis, 
the Summit venue, in order to 
block access. Around 5,000 to 
6,000 people attempted to block 
the participants. But the 
European Heads of State and the 


2,000 delegates were well protect¬ 
ed by police and had little prob¬ 
lem entering the Acropolis. In the 
streets, violent confrontations 
with security forces took place. 
Traffic was blocked in numerous 
parts of the city. A cloud of tear 
gas formed above Nice. 

Hundreds of Italian activists who 
also wanted to participate in the 
demonstrations in Nice were 
blocked at French border. 
Despite protests by the Italian 
authorities, French authorities 
refused to let the Italians 
through. The next day, they pr o- 
ceeded to visit the French 


Consulate, only to be blocked by 
Italian police who charged imme¬ 
diately, resulting in fierce con¬ 
flicts. 

Around 60 arrests were noted at 
the Summit protests and injuries 
were reported by protestors and 
police. Like most other anti-cor¬ 
poratism protests, the corporate 
media reported the protests as a 
‘battle’ where ‘police are injured 
as street riot greets leaders.’ 
Unfortunately, conflict and vio¬ 
lence covered up the real issues 
behind the protests. 



European Summit Protests 
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Jumping Our Obligations 


Bangladeshi refugee Maqsood 
Alshams sought asylum in 
Australia when, due to his politi¬ 
cal activities against the Awami 
League government, he faced cer¬ 
tain persecution in his home 
country. 

Maqsood was released from 
Villawood Detention Centre in 
April this year, after 16 months of 
imprisonment. 

Following is an edited version of 
an address Maqsood delivered to 
the Foreign Correspondents 
Association of Australia and the 
South Pacific on 19 July 2000: 

“I feel honoured at having this 
opportunity to present a few 
words here to let Australian peo¬ 
ple know of what’s going on in 
Villawood behind the razor wire. 

Mandatory detention of “unau¬ 
thorised” asylum seekers com- 


Patent 

Medical experts said yesterday 
efforts in the developed world to 
impose patents on traditional 
medicines could make it difficult 
for billions of poor people world¬ 
wide to have access to the only 
health care they have available. 

"Already, roughly 75% of the 
world has little access to modern 
health care, and relies on tradi¬ 
tional medicine to survive," said 
F.R.Y. Fazli, a public health spe¬ 
cialist from Pakistan, speaking on 
the sidelines of a World Health 
Organization-sponsored confer- 


menced in September 1994 and 
continues despite all internation¬ 
al human rights covenants. 

The saddest fact is that none of 
the prisoners inside the 
Detention Centres know when 
their “sentence” will end. It is like 
a “prison without limit” and 
unfortunately I’ve spent 475 very 
painful days inside an Australian 
Detention Centre before eventu¬ 
ally being released on April 27, 
2000. 

I want to speak today, not only 
about detention, but also about 
the grave problems with the 
refugee determination system. 

Firstly, the primary decision 
maker, DIMA [Department of 
Immigration and Multicultural 
Affairs], does not have an effi¬ 
cient work force to look after the 
various asylum claims. Nor do 
their decision-makers have ade- 


Theft 

ence on drug patents. "But if 
richer countries are able to get 
patents on these traditional reme¬ 
dies, there will be no recourse for 
poorer people." He added, 
"Patents limit accessibility, and 
the vast majority of people would 
have no health care ... it would be 
a serious matter." 

Drug companies, under World 
Trade Organization auspices, can 
patent certain drugs and prevent 
developing nations from making 
cheap copies. Just as modern 
drugs under the current patent- 


quate knowledge on the social 
and political situations in other 
countries. 

During the last 16 months I have 
had a wide opportunity to look 
into many cases and often found 
that DIMA decisions are full of 
errors. 

The harsh reality is that the 
Australian courts have extremely 
limited jurisdiction to review 
those arbitrary decisions. The 
Federal Court is precluded from 
reviewing many unreasonable 
decisions, because “errors of fact” 
are not considered a significant 
reason for reviewal. The Federal 
Court can only review cases on 
the points of “bias” or “legal 
error” made by the Refugee 
Review Tribunal (RRT). 

The problem with this is that 
there is now little incentive for 
the RRT to make factual findings 


ing system have become unat¬ 
tainable for poor countries, natu¬ 
ral resources and traditional 
remedies patented by pharmaceu¬ 
tical firms would also become out 
of reach, Fazli warned (Agence 
France-Presse, 7 Dec). 

Traditional medicine experts 
from 10 Asia-Pacific countries 
attended the WHO conference, 
which opened in Bangkok on 
Wednesday. They made a plea for 
laws that would protect tradition¬ 
al medicine, and also called on 
governments to strike a balance 


that are independent of DIMA 
because the two are so closely 
linked- although the RRT shame¬ 
lessly pretend to be an independ - 
ent body. The Minister for 
Immigration uses his power to 
review the position of RRT mem¬ 
bers every few years. 

Australian taxpayers are paying at 
the rate of $ 115 per person per 
day to treat asylum 
seekers like prisoners or animals, 
to have detainees assaulted and 
mentally tortured and to have 
detainees kept hungry for the 
whole day due to the shortage of 
food. 

The government tells people that 
the refugees are “queue jumpers” 
when in fact there is no queue for 
people seeking asylum. 

The government has said that 
Australia is considered a “soft 
touch” for refugees. In reality, 


between the exploitation of tradi¬ 
tional medicinal knowledge and 
the sharing of benefits between 
those with the knowledge and 
medicine developers. "There are 
still gaps between existing patent 
laws and the need for protection 
of knowledge of traditional med - 
icine and biodiversity," said Dr. 
Xiaorui Zhang, WHO's acting 
coordinator on traditional medi¬ 
cine, essential drugs and medi¬ 
cine policy (Mukdawan Sakboon, 
Bangkok Nation, 7 Dec). 

Sourced from UNWire, Dec 8th, 

2000 . 


Australia has one of the harshest 
laws for asylum seekers in the 
world. 

The Australian Human Rights 
and Equal Opportunities 
Commission and the Senate 
Legal and Constitutional 
Committee have stated that the 
treatment of refugees is “inconsis¬ 
tent with Australia’s human rights 
obligations”. 

If the minister and his team are 
doing the right thing, why are 
they refusing foreign journalists 
the right to come and see what is 
going on in their prisons? 

And why is the government so 
reluctant to allow the UN com¬ 
mittee on arbitrary detentions to 
investigate and let people know 
what’s going on in the Detention 
Centres under the name of “pro¬ 
tection”?” 


Consumed 

LACHLANMUSICMAN 

Material: Ecological destruction 
The richest 20% of the world use 
80% of the worlds resources. 

Do you need a lot of what you’ve 
got to survive? 

Unfortunately the “reduce, reuse, 
recycle” mantra has been reduced 
to “recycle!”, and it’s being accom¬ 
panied by “buy more recycled 
stuff!” 

Consumption is the current 
scourge of our planet. Useless stuff 
for sale, collecting dust, becoming 
landfill. 

We see people starving in Africa 
on the tv. But luckily, our 
momentary guilt-inspired com¬ 
passion is alleviated by the smiling 
faces of the service personnel at 
your local superstore in the next 
advertisement. Ecological destruc¬ 
tion is the ultimate result of living 
in the fashionable squalor of our 
own decadence. 

Social: Spectacle 

Constantly encouraged by visions 
of a future filled with stuff, we are 
bombarded from every side with 
messages about what we should 
upgrade our lives to. MyLife v3.2, 
now available. Unfortunately, 
happiness and peace will not be 
found at the foot of the fiscal 
gods. Rather, through real rela¬ 
tionships with real people, and 
real connection with real commu¬ 
nities, we can feel reason to live. 
Friends and family, as opposed to 
money and things. Real interac¬ 
tions, as opposed to forced gift¬ 
giving and awkward silences. 

The constant struggle for more 
stuff, as advocated by a system 
that benefits from workers being 
distracted, keeps us on a perpetu¬ 
al treadmill. Constantly going to 
work to pay off the next bill. 
Unfortunately, that’s not ‘life’. 
Life is waking up every morning. 
Going to sleep every night. 

And it is passing you by, if, as 
Ferris Bueller noted oh so long 
ago, “you don’t stop and look 
around once in a while”. 
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